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of their states. The policy of ceding Afghanistan to some 
of the able native chiefs recommends itself on political. as well 
as on economical grounds. If the country were annexed to 
British territories, the cost of the army which would be main- 
tained there would be very heavy and render additional taxs- 
tion necessary. But the cost of the native troops would be 
very small. Moreover, although the Britjsh Government does 
not interfere in religious matters, the barbarous tribes of 
Afghanistan hate the Christians more than the Hindus. If 
the Government adopts the policy in question, the of 
Khelat, the Maharaja of Kashmir, and other chiefs of the 
Punjäb, would have strong claims to a share of the conquered 
country. Our Anglo-Indian contemporary sarcastically 
re marks that the Government should first conquer the country 
and then think of giving it to others. We assure eur con- 
ten porary that we have conquered it, and it is high time that 
it should read the funeral sermon over it. Our troops have 
entered and occupied the capital. What more does conquest 
mean? True some recusant tribes still hold out, but they are 
no better than thieves and robbers, ‘and are injuring them- 
selves by their opposition. 


NATIVE STATES. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Punch of the 9th Mar 
states that one or two hew officers have 
lately been appointed in Kashmir. 
They were formerly Government servants, but were dismiss ned 
from the service and sentenced to imprisonment for commit 
ting some offence. Those men who were expelled from | the. 
public service by the Government are welcomed in Kashmit, 
The administration of the Maharaj ja shows no si ign of ix I mprovi 
ment. In our opinion the Government should’ at ex the 
state to British territories, and grant an annual ens i mot | 
50 or 60 lakhs of rupees to the Maharaja. The meas 11 
recommends itself on several: grounds: First, Kasi . 
very fertile province; its revenue would be largely i 
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under British administration, and would be very acceptable 
to Government at the time of the present financial pressure. 
S-condly, the annexation of Kashmir would strengthen the 
north-west frontier. Thirdly, the inhabitants of ‘Kashmir 
would be freed from tyranny and oppression and vous bless 
the Government. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Arya Mira of the 12th March states that it is 

rumoured that Mr. Hill, Barrister-at- 

Hil Baftster-at.Las, ex Law, is about to be appointed public 

3 the prosecutor. in the Allahabad High 

Court. If this is the case, why has 

not the Government revived. the. office of Government 

Advocate? If the two Government pleaders are able to do 

all the Government work, as was lately said by Sir 

George Couper, what is the use of n 4 ee pro- 
secutor ? 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th March states that Sir Richard 
Temple is a good ‘administrator. He 
worked his way to the Governorship 
of Bombay by his own ability. He rendered great services 
to the state during the late famines in India, He is fit for the 
high office of Viceroy, aud may obtain it someday. "As he is 
well acquainted with the condition of the country and the 
thoughts and feelings of the natives, his admission to Parlia- 
ment will be of great public advantage. He is a man of 
commanding appearance, ahd many physiognomists are of 
opinion that his face resembles very much that of Napoleon II. 

We regret his separation from us, but N wish him 
success and happiness. | 


Sir Richard Temple. 


& 


The same paper praises Mr. Capper, ‘the: Judicial 


w. — Req ,Judicia! Commissioner of Oadh, who is go- 
Com er of Oudh. ing to England . on furlough, for 
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his ability, justice, and courteousness ‘towards the na- 
tives. 


The Kch-i- Nur of the 18th March publishes ¢ the address 

which the nobility and gentry of La- 

se ay comnts hore presented to Major 4 Harcourt; 

* the deputy commissioner of Labor, 

who is going to England on leave, on the den Maroh at 1 
Anjuman Hall. 


The same paper states that the Hon'ble Sayyad Ahmad. 
The Hon’ble Sayyad Khan is, as it were, a representative 
Ahmad Than. of the Musalman community in the 
Legislative Council. It was expected that great good would 
accrue to the country from his admission to the Council, 
Bat it is to be regretted that he has up to this time done 
nothing which could be approved of by the people. Ha 
has introduced three Bills, viz. the Vaccination Bill, the Ma- 
hammadan Family Endowment Bill, and the Oui Bill. ‘Lhe 
object of the Vaccination Bill is to make vaccination compul- 
sory. The people have held | public meetings in every part of 
the country to express their disapproval of the measure. Vac- 
cination is not an effective preventive of small-pox. It ap- 
pears from the Raugoon papers that even those children who 
had been vaccinated have been attacked by suiall-pox, 12 
that many of them: have died. Moreover, vaccination | clashes 
with the religious prejudices of a large class of the comintidity. 
In these ciroumstances compulsion would be ill advised. 1 oy 
Masalmans strongly protest against the Muhamamdan Fan 
Endowment Bill on the ground that it is opposed to the eacli- 
ing of the Quran. There is no doubt that it is well calculated 
to preserve the estates of Musalmans, but if it is not in 10 
dordanoe with the tenets of the Muhammadan religion, it it 
should not be passed. The appointment of Qazis would , 3 
undoubtedly very usefal and in accordance with the old. 
Muhammadan custom. But if they are to have no civil 


and magisterial power, the institution will not be ** much 
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The Khair Nhibuh-i- Panjab of the *2th March states 

that in reviewing the Judicial (Crinni- 
sion of prem by the Saat. nal) Report for 1878, His Honor the 
cial coarts iu the Panjab. Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab 
has taken the deputy commissioner, of Bannu to task: for 
delay in the decision of cases, and complains that there are 
many officers like bim who delay the decision of cases, which 
is a source of great inconvenience and loss to the suitors and 
witnesses. They put off the hearing of cases from one day 
to another on small pretexts. According to rule, no case 
should be delayed more than two months. When a case is 
delayed more than two months, the officer deposits it on the 
ground that the plaintiff was absent on the day fixed for 
hearing, and then re-enters it in the register as a new case: 
These evils cannot be checked until the Judges of the Chief 
Court make it a rule to visit the subordinate courts every 
year. Formerly there was only one judicial commissioner, 
and he disposed of all the appellate work of the province and 
regularly inspected the su bordinate courts. It is surprising 
that, although there are now three Judges, they have no time 
to go on tour. 


The Ruhbar-t- Hind of the 16th March publishes an arti- 


cle communicated by 9 native officer 
of the Panjab, The writer first refers 
to Sardar Amin Chand’s article on the condition of the agri- 
cultural classes which appeared in the Rahbar-t- Hind of the 
24th February, and remarks that it deserves oonsideration. 


The cultivators, Panjab. 


The writer then states that the Indien cultivators are not like 
the English workmen. They are a very patient and. peaceful 
people. Some of them have lost their lands, sald their 


daughters owing to poverty, and abandoned their houses. 


In short they have been literally ruined, but still they have 
never raised their heads against the Government. Shonld 
not the Government sympathize with such a people? The 
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1578, to the Government of India, urges that relief should be 
given to cultivators who are involved in debt. He is con- 
vinced that the present law which favours the creditors is 
one of the chief causes of the poverty of the agricultural 
classes. He is of opinion that courts should have power to 
modify the terms of bonds, that interest should in no case 
exceed the capital, that lands should not be sold in execution 
of decrees, and that courts with summary powers for the 
decision of petty suits should be established, It is to be 
regretted that none of these reforms has yet been introduced. 
At present the court is bound te decide all suits in strict 
accordance with the terms of the agreements made between 
the debtors and creditors. There is great delay in the 
decision of suits. Lands are liable to sale in execution of 
decrees. There isno limit to the amount of interest on any 
debt. Even before a suit against a cultivator is decided and 
decreed, his land is liable to be attached at the request of 
the mahajan. The court allows interest on decrees, even 
though the original claims decreed by it had been swelled 
by accumulated interest. The court fee levied by Govern- 
ment is so heavy that it is secretly impoverishing the people, 
Dariog the last year the income of a Munsif’s court from 
court fees was ten thousand rupees, and the total amount 
realized by decree-holders through the court twenty-seven 
thousand rupees. Of the twenty-seven thousand rupees at 
best only one-half of the sum can have been actually 
realized, and for the other half new bonds must have been 
written by judgment-debtors at the time of the exeontion 
of decrees. To say nothing of the less suffered by suitors 
owing to their absence from their work for the time they 
attended the court, they must have been put to an additional | 
expense of five thousand rupees in the shape of bribes, boy 
hesides the cost of court fee stamps. The result of litiga- 
tion was that the judgment-debtors were ruined. The greater 
part of the money realized from them by the decree- 10 dere N 
vont into the Government treasury, and the decree-holders 
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got nothing but stamped paper. Haide it is obvious that 
old men ars quite justified in ascribing the poverty of the 
country to the increase of litigation. On the conttary, the 
Government considers ‘the growth of litigation as a proof 
of the prosperity of the people, and the increase in the 
transfers of land a sign of the increase of the value of 
land. The reader can easily see how far this opinion is borne 
ont by facts. The price mentioned in a deed of transfer is 
generally nominal, and much in excess of the real value. 
A large part of the so-called price was probably never paid 
by the purchaser, but was due to him by the seller on ac- 
count of interest, or was merely added to prevent persons 
having the right of pre-emption from urging their claims. 
The provisions of the Civil Procedure Code in regard to the 
attachment of property are very vague, and admit of dif- 
ferent interpretations. ‘The law provides that the cultiva- 
tor's cattle necessary for ag ricultural purposes are not liable 
to attachment. If acultivator has four oxen,.one officer who 
sympathizes with him may consider all of them necessary for 
agricultural purposes; another, who sympathizes with the 
decree-holder, may order two of them to be attached. The 
wages of labourers are not liable to attachment. Some officers 
consider that agriculturists are entitled to wages at the time of 
harvest ; others consider that they are not. The materials of 
houses belonging to cultivators are exempt from attachment. 
Some officers think that wood falls under the description” of 
materials of houses ; others think that it does not. The Chief 
Court should make the matter clear, and explain what i is the 
meaning of the law for the edification of the subor N 
courts. Until the necessary changes are ‘introduced in the 
law, the subordinate - courts should ‘show ‘as much indulg- 
ence to cultivators as they can in accordance with the Krist. 
ing law. In accordance with Judicial ciroular No. 23, ai nd 
the decision of Lord Selborne in the’ case of ‘Cook | versus 
Fowler, and that of Mr. Justice Kemp in the case of Din 
day4l versus Het Narain Singh (see Law Report, vol. II. pag 
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41), the court has the power to sward interest at. lesa than 


the stipulated rate. ‘The court should not attech the. pro- 
perty of a cultivator before the decision of the suit, boom he 
cannot transfer it from one place to another. No interest 
should be allowed on the sum decreed, because the mahajan 
mast have obtained a great deal of interest from tle culti- 
vator before the institution of the suit. Moreover, in order 
to give relief to the cultivators, the court should generally 
order the amount decreed to be paid by instalments. 


A correspondent of the Rahbari Hind of the 16th March 

f io states that Mr. Clifford, the late’ de- 
puty register of the Pan. puty registrar of the Panjab Chief 
= de Court, appointed Court, has been appointed an ‘extra 
gle. of the Ist assistant commissioner of the Ist 
: elass on Rs. 700. He is undoubtedly 

an able man. and his pay was already Rs. 600. Hut the old 
extra assistant commissioners have suffered from his appx int: 
ment. Had he not been appointed, some men of the lower 
grades would have been prontoted to the higher grades, and 
one deserving tahs{idar or munsif admitted to the last grade. 
Europeans shld not as à rule be admitted to the subordinate 


executive service, but if one is admitted, be should be first 
placed in the lowest grade. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 12th March complains that 2 
The need of pasture- Cultivators now do not keep pesture- 
ee ee grounds, but cultivate the whole len . „ 
their cattle suffer severely from the scarcity of grasa. is 
system is not profitable in the long run. A the, cattle 
have become very weak, the land is not Well plong od, 
and consequently the produce i is much smaller than it ers 
wise would be. Moreover, the cattle die in large numbers of. 
hunger. In order to put a stop to this evil, the Government 
should order all cultivators, under pain of panishment, alwagm 
aer. portion of heir nnd menltivatad;whiah haa 
serve as a pasture-ground for their cattle, . fA ae 
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The. Jalws Hir (Meorut) of the 16th March says: We ha 0 
heard that His Honor the Lieutenan 
2 ppointment of 2 yA Governor of the North-Western Pro- 
Ter. 975 vinces and Ondh bas issned n order 
to ‘commissioners and collectors to the effect that the 
sons of men of high birth should be admitted as appren- 
tices in the .tahsildars’ offices and appointed tahsildars 
when they have leant the work. it is to be. regretted that 
this order has not been carried into effect by the district 
officers. We do not think that there is a single apprentice 
in any tahsildar’s office in the whole Meerut division: The order 
was probably only intended to please the higher « classes. Tite 
natives now quits understand the acté’ and measures: of the Gov- 
ernment. If the Government really wishes’ to appbitit the 
cadets of good family tahsi Idars, it should prepare a list: of all 
such men in the province, ask the district officers to teach them 
the work, ad appoint them tahsildars when vacancies occur: — 


The same paper states that the followers of the Anglicised 


The Angticised school school of Musalmans, of which the 
of Masal maus. Hon ble Sayyad Ahmad Khan is gene- 
rally regarded as the ie bende, are now. to be found in every 
town in India. There are many men of this class: in 
Meerut. They dress themselves like Europeans and: wear 
the Turkish hat. If they adopt the use of the European hat 
instead of the Turkish hat, they would become perfect: gentle- 
men, and have the power to call their countrymen “damned 
fools, and to kick and beat them. However, half Europeans 
as they are at present, they command respect ftomtheir igno- 
rant countrymen. It now only remains for them todreas their 
wives like European ladies. We wish ‘them sncoess. 8290 
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remarks that Sayyad Ahmad Khan has taken a lancet in band 
and stands ready to bleed children. May Heaven protest 
‘hem. The Sayyad is one of the so-called well-wishers of the: 
country, and a member of the Viceroy’s Legislative Council. 
He has lifted his sharp lancet against helpless children who 
can neither speak nor cry. The editor publishes the rest of 


the article in the form of an address to Sayyad Ahmad Khan, : 
the substance of which is as follows: 


“Sayyad Ahmad Khan, member of the Legislative Couns: 
cil.—I am a friend of children, and take an interest in ‘their 
welfare. I am surprised to see you with your sleeves turned. 
and with a lancet in your hand. It is difficult to realize 
why you are so anxious to make vaccination compulsory, 
Compulsion is opposed to the principles of good government. 
The blood of children is caloulated to excite the people It 
is my earnest prayer that Heaven may dissuade you. from 
your present intentions, and save children from the pain of 


bleeding. I hope that you will sympathize with them, and 
throw away the lancet from your hand. * g 


The writer then refers to the opinions of the Ohief G 
missioner of the Central Provinces, the Commissioner of the 
Haidarabad Assigned Districts, and His Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces and si 
who are opposed to compulsory vaccination. 


; The Berar Samachér of the 16th March states that Bi 
irculation, 5 
250 copies. Sir Richard Temple, the Richard Temple, the Governor of 


Governor of Bombay. Bombay, has obtained a seat in Parlis- 


‘ment, and was to have departed from Bombay on the 13th 
March. The Western Presidency never had such at a : Dk * 
and popular Governor before. He is a very indwstriom n 5 

and a very eloquent speaker. The rapid progress f N 
the Kandahar Railway is chiefly due to his exertions. We 

are convinced that he will not remain silent in Parfiamem * 
but vill lend bis support to India Some persons 3 re. 
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opinion that on the expiration. of ‘the term of office o Lord 
Lytton he will be appointed Viceroy,’ There is nd donbt that 
great good would accrne to the country fom his appointment... 


The same paper states that it appears from the Pramod 
The bestowal of the Sindhu that the Resident at Haidara-. 
el N ll yr =. bad has at present under consideration 
native officers in Berar. the question of addressing the native. 
officers in Berar as Rao Sahib or Rao Bahadur in official 
correspondence. We agree with our contemporary in thinking 
that these titles are too high for the officers for. whom they are 
intended. But as they have already been adopted in che 
Bombay Presidency, we do not see any reason why they 
should not be introduced in Berar. Moreover, it should be 
observed that even a patel has received the title of Rao Sahib 
in this province. The native rulers were very liberal in 


granting pensions and jagirs, and would seldom give titles. 
But the case is now just the reverse. 


A correspondent of the same paper states that about four 
Munsarimships, Elich- or five years ago a circular was issued 
oe dy the ‘commissioner of Berar that 
only Deshmukhs and Deshpandes would be eligible to mun- 
sarimships. But in Ellichour some outsiders have been 
appointed munsarims. The commissioner should see to this. 
Moreover, the writercomplains that the number of dastaki (sic) 
zemindars has been increased in Ellichpur, which is # ageinst 


rule. 


The Aftab-i-Punjdb of the 12th March states that His 
* Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
cadets of porge A — the North-Western Provinces and 
18 Oudh bas ihsued an order to the 
effect that cadets of good family shonld be admitted as ap- 
Prentices in tahsildar’s offices, arid that when they haye 
learnt the work, they should be appointe 
cancies occur. They at present devote ‘their time’ to cock 
fighting, kite-flying, and other useless pursuits for want of s 
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better occupation, and squander their property. But the 
scheme in question will divert their attention from such pu- 
suits, save them from ruin, and open à good coreer to them. 
We hope that the Punjab Government will follow the example. 


The same paper approves of the NN appointment of 
The appointment of Qazis, and remarks that. they dan de- 
Qasis. cide all suits relating to marriage and 
divorce among Musalmans better than the regular courts, 
which are not well acquainted with the Muhammadan law. 
Even at present the court is generally obliged to refer all 
such difficult cases to arbitrators nominated by the eontending 
parties. Moreover, as the decisions of Qazis would be in strict 
aceordance. with the Muhammadan law, there would be few 
appeals from them. At present the suitors continue’ to appeal 
from the decision of one court to another, and are quite ruined 
by litigation. 


Tbe 1 of the 12th March publishes the 
letter which the President of the An- 
juman-i-Panjab bas received from. 
Maulvi Abdul Kadir, the second Arabic teacher of the Labore 
college, Qazi Muhammad Shams-ud-din, and Mummad Niser 
Ali, the editor of the paper, regarding the proposed appoint- 
ment of Qazis. All of them highly approve of the measur 
In regard to the powers of Qazis the editor is of opinion 
that they should be empowered to decide all suits relatin 
to marriage and divorce. Moreover, the courts should 
consult them in suits of.inheritance. They should keep a 
register uf marriages and divorces. Besides a fixed marriag! 
fee they should receive. fee at the rate of three rupees per 
cent. on the value of mthirs from the ‘bride-grooms, one: 
third of which they shonld pay to Government. ‘Moreover, 
they should get a. fea at the same rate in suits el 
in which the court. calls for their opinion. = 
quarters of districts able and influential cial is 10 ou — aa | 
appointed qazis, whether they are the descendant t or gam 


The appointment of Guta. 


-208 ) 


or not. However, the claims: of the. descendants of. 4 


should not be-overlooked. They should -he ap $ 
in the interior of districts, but should be required to pass a an 


examination, 


The Dabir-i-Hiad (Allahabad) of the 18th March elaine 
| that the nazirs of the mounsifa’ and 
* * he — the sore jad ges’ courts . are 
n to be dismissed, and the number of 
court peons to be reduced. The work of serving processes 
and executing decrees of these. courts will be done by the 
nazir of the Jadge’s court, Now. it should be observed that 
in the case of an execution of decrpe it is desirable that the 
judgment-debtor should not receive previous. notice, other- 
wise he may abscond or conceal his property. But when 
decrees are sent from one court to another for execution, 
the matter will generally transpire, ‘and the jndgment-debtors 
obtain previous notice. Moreover, the court nazirs and 
peons are paid from the — fund, and not from the 
‘public revenues. 


The — Moradabad of the! 5th March (received — 
on the 17th idem), referring to the 100 copies. 
dismissal af the nazirs of the subor- 

dinate courts of ‘Moradabad from April next, : remarks that 

the nazir of the Judge's court: will not be able to execute 
the whole of the deorees of the four oourts ini the district. 

About twenty thousand decrees have to be et every 

year by the courts. ' 


The Bharat Bandhu of the 12th’ March states that the Circulation; 
 Maropean menibers of the Legislative 140 copiers 
“Couneil ar" old and ‘experienced offi- 

cers who have long served i in ‘different: parts of “the country. 

However, as they are foreigneis, even the best in 

"them do not know more d, : e gountry 

average native. As ref the’ mu 

generally Rajas and MaMargjas, who 
comfort from their birth e “lit 
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people. The condition of the people olunot improve until 


the middle class has a voice in the * of the 
country. | 


The same paper states that orders are sometimes issued by 


* 1 pies district magistrates for the killing of 

| | pariah dogs. Some persons say that 
dog’s tongues are required for medicinal purposes. Some say 
that they are killed because they generally go mad at this time 
of the year. Some say that when any of them barks ata 
European officer they are all ordered to be killed. But we do 
not know why they are really killed. We lately saw a dog 
surrounded by ten or twelve men with sticks in their hands: 
‘he poor animal ran and fell at every step. We were much 
affected by this painful scene. What hard-hearted men are 
those who kill animals with their own hands! The Govern- | 
ment should try to check the evil which is supposed to arise 
from pariah dogs without killing them. 


The Nasim-i-Agra of the 10th March states that the Dis- 
The District Judge of trict Judge of Agra always keeps 4 
Agra. loaded pistol, on his table in court. 
This act of his is generally regarded with surprise by the 
people. This is no doubt unusual in this part of the country, 
but it is not objectionable. If an officer fears danger, he can- 
not perform his duties until he has secured himself, at least 
to his own satisfaction, against all danger. In the frontier 
districts, where the officers are thought to be in constant peril, 
they always carry arms. But no such danger exists in these 
provinces. However, there is no harm if the Judge of Agra 


keeps a loaded pistol with him, inasmuch as it tends . 
increase the influence of the court. 


The same paper argues that, although section 36 of the : 
2 dalals or brokers pe „ provides ent 5 
DD ents for practitioner 0 

1 gives a gratification to any man for 
heving procured bim employment in any lee : basign 
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as well as for the man who receives such gratification, this 
is not sufficient to check the evil. Each court should. prepare 

a list of all professional dalals, or brokers who procure 
8 for legal practitioners, and prohibit them from enter- 
ing the court precincts. All complaints from pleaders and 
suitors against them should be taken into consideration by 
the court. 1 | 5 f 


LOCAL. — : „5 


The Namod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 15th March states 
that Amraoti is a large and famous 
city in Berar. But it is to be regret- 
ted thet ! it suffers from an insufficient supply of water and 
that it is too thickly populated, whieh is not only objec- 


Amraoti. 


tionable on sanitary grounds, but mars the beauty of the city. 


The deficiency of water-supply cannot be easily removed, 

because the construction of water-works would require a great 
deal of money. But there should be no great difficulty in re- 
medying the other evil. In order toencourage people to settle 
outside the city wall, the municipal committee should give 
land to applicants at moderate prices, We have heard that 
some persons have already taken land for the purpose. But 
as the committee does not sell land, but only rents it, the 
scheme is not likely to succeed. Many persons can not 


be induced to build houses < on land which does not belong to 


them. : 
A correspondent of the same paper urges that the wells 


1 at Amraoti should be provided with pul- 
„ leys in order that the people may be 


able to draw water without difficulty. The want of pul- 


leys sometimes leads to accidents. A woman lately fell into a 
well when drawing water. 


The Dabér-i-Hind, (Allahabad) of the 18th March urges. 
2 complaints, Allah- that the municipal committee of Allah- «256 
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Daring the rains, when the nalla i is filled with water, thd tre. 
ders who cross the river at Karesar and Matisatian ferries 
have to go to the city by a very circuitous way which pats 
them to great incovenience and loss of time. ‘The traffic by 
these ferries considerably suffers from this obstacle in the 
‘rains, and they have to be farmed fur less than they other- 
wise would fetch. The nalla is very narrow near the ceme- 
tery, and the ground is hard. A bridge could be easily made 
this place. The writer also complains that the fort road near 
the fort and the Shivakoti road are in a bad state. 


The Prince of Wales Gazette (Meerut) of the 12th March, 


in its local news column, states tbat 
Robberies lately commit- - 


ted at Meerut. several carriages of passengers wore: 

lately robbed by fifty or sixty robbers - 
near the iron bridge on the Garhmuktesat road, Meepnt.- 
‘The robbers were armed with sticks and spears, and wounded. 


several men, 
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